“prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.” — sr.  paul. 
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©ommunCcations. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

*  AN  INQUIRY 

Into  the  Scriptural  imporl  of  the  phrases 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  occurring  in  the  New  Testament. 

No.  II. 

Having  given,  in  my  first  No.  the  views 
of  two  eminent  authors  on  the  subject  of 
this  Inquiry,  my  own  opinion  will  appear 
as  I  proceed  in  the  investigation.  In  ma¬ 
ny  instances,  a  mere  quotation  of  the  pas¬ 
sages  where  these  phrases  are  found,  will 
be  a  sufficient  developementof  their  mean¬ 
ing  ;  while  in  others,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  trace  their  contexts,  and  consult  parallel 
passages.  I  do  not  deem  a  notice  of  all 
the  instances  of  these  phrases  of  the  first 
importance,  for  their  import  in  many  cases 
is  so  obvious,  that  it  would  be  vain  to  at¬ 
tempt  illustration.  But  this  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  signal  evidence  of  divine 
guardianship — because  those  cases  which 
are  perfectly  plain  in  themselves,  being  far 
the  most  numerous,  they  become  the  di¬ 
rect  means  of  leading  us  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  such  as  appear  more  complex  and 
difficult.  Hence,  in  this  particular,  as  in 
all  others  of  importance  to  mankind,  there 
appear  to  be  no  difficulties  of  a  general 
character  to  eneount^;  tliougb  there  may 
be  some  of  a  local  nature,  yet,  I  appret 
bend,  none  that  are  insurmountable.  I 
would  extend  this  remark  to  every  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  religious  and  doctrinal  nature  of 
any  interest  to  mankind  in  the  present 
day,  in  both  Testaments.  The  complaints 
about  obscurity  of  style  and  language  in 
the  Scriptures,  by  many  who  reject  them 
openly,  and  by  some  who  do  not,  can 
scarcely  admit  of  an  apology,  w’ere  it  not 
for  \\\dXcharity  which  is  revealed  and  en¬ 
joined  by  the  very  >vord  against  which 
tiicse  murmurs  are  made.  Let  any  one 
candidly  consider  the  distance  of  time 
when  these  writings  were  made — the  dif¬ 
ferent  speakers  and  writers — the  different 
people  addressed  at  different  periods — the 
variety  of  circumstances  under  which  both 
the  speakers  and  hearers  were  ;  together 
with  the  figurative  method  Df  speech  in 
those  times,  and,  consequent^,  the  great 
variety  of  phraseology  employed  by  the 
writers  of  tne  Scriptures  to  meet  all  these 
emergencies,  and  I  believe  he  would  rea¬ 
son  differently  on  the  subject.  He  would 
see  the  propriety  of  comparing  “  Scripture 
roith  Scripturey''  and  not  in  all  cases  de- 
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mand  a  rigid  compliance  with  the  standard 
of  modern  improvement,  which  often  has 
no  higher  claims  to  accuracy,  or  infallibili¬ 
ty,  than  more  ancient  language  and  sent¬ 
iment.  Besides,  it  will  be  conceded,  that 
many  of  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
which,  in  their  time,  mad*  a  great  variety 
of  language  proper,  necessary,  and  intelli¬ 
gible  to  the  persons  addressed,  have  no 
longer  an  existence  ;  and  it  is  generally 
such  language  that  unbelief  sports  with,  in 
order  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  whole 
subject  of  revelation.  It  may  h^re  be  ad¬ 
ded,  that  the  original  languages  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  though  they  were 
adapted  to  all  the  purposes  called  for, 
would  not  answer  our  demands  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  day.  This  will  appear  from  the  fact, 
that  the  same  word  and  phrase  are  often 
used  to  express  different  subjects,  where 
the  sense  can  easily  be  determined  by  the 
connexion.  This  being  the  situatiixi  of 
the  phrases  to  be  investigated  in  this  In¬ 
quiry,  the  foregoing  remarks  may  not  be 
improper,  nor  altogether  useless.  I  will 
just  observe,  that  I  shall  generally  follow, 
in  conjunction  with  the  common  version, 
the  translation  of  Dr.  Campbell. 

Matt.  iii.  2,  is  the  first  place  to  be  no¬ 
ticed  :  “  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en  is  at  hand.”  Com.  Ver. — ^“Reform, 
for  the  reign  of  heaven  approacheth.” 
Dr.  Campbell.  Now  from  the  nature  of 
John’s  office  as  a  harbinger  or  fore-runner 
of  the  Messiah,  it  became  his  duty  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  approaching  dispensation,  and 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  its  re¬ 
ception.  The  Jewish  dispensation,  in  its 
practical  use,  was  altogether  earthly,  and 
therefore  may  here,  for  the  sake  of  perspi¬ 
cuity,  be  denominated  the  “  earthly  reign 
or  dominion,^'*  and  hence  op|)osed  in  its  na¬ 
ture  to  that  which  “  was  to  obtain  under 
the  Messiah.”  But  the  Jews  expected 
no  change  in  the  character  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  but  looked  for  a  king  who  should 
continue  and  extend  it  over  the  whole 
earth.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  that 
they  should  be  reformed  in  their  manners 
and  sentiments,  to  meet  the  event  they 
had  anticipated.  John  may  be  understood 
as  saying — “  Turn  from  your  dispensation 
of  types  and  shadows  ;  for  these  emblems 
have  now  legally  closed,  and  the  substance 
or  object  of  them  is  about  to  be  manifest¬ 
ed:  Turn  from  your  wickedness,  and 
show  fruits  of  reformation.  Your  earthly 
ministration  which  has  produced  death  in¬ 
stead  of  life,  is  now  terminated,  and  the 
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heavenly  reign  or  government  is  shortly  to 
be  established  under  the  king  Messiah.” 
From  this  minute  and  palpable  fulfilment 
of  ancient  prophecy,  I  am  surprised,  that 
any  should  be  so  lost  to  consistency,  as  to 
reject  all  inspiration;  but  more  especially, 
that  the  professed  advocates  of  Christianity 
should  deny  the  inspiration  of  the  Jewish 
prophets  !  I  am  well  aware,  that  these 
remarks  are  not  directly  connected  with 
the  Inquiry,  but  I  cannot  resist  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  making  them.  The  sacred  histo  ¬ 
rian  says — “  For  this  is  he  (John)  of  whom 
the  prophet  Isaiah  speaketh  in  these  words: 
‘  The  voice  of  one  proclaiming  in  the  wiU 
derness.  Prepare  a  way  for  Uie  Lord,  make 
for  him  a  straight  passage.’  Isaiah,  40;  3. 
Mark  and  Luke  cite  the  same  passage  in 
speaking  of  John,  Mark,  1;  2 — Luke,  3;-1. 
Yea,  and  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel, 
and  those  that  follow  after,  as  many  as  have 
spoken,  have  likewise  FORETOLD  of 
these  days.”  Acts,  3;  24.  Jesus  himself, 
speaking  of  John,  says,  “For  this  is  he  con¬ 
cerning  whom  it  is  written.  Behold  I  send 
mine  angel  before  thee  who  shall  prepare 
thy  way — and  if  ye  will  bear  to  be  told  of 
it,  this  is  the  Elijah  that  was  to  come.” 
See  jMatt  1 1 ;  10, 14,  &  Mai.  3:  1 ,  &  4:  5. 
It  is  preposterous,  and  amounts  in  the  end 
to  infidelity,  to  deny  the  inspiration  of  the 
Old  Testament  prophets,  and  allow  of  it  to 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  New  Cove¬ 
nant  writings.  For  it  charges  Jesus  and 
and  his  apostles,  in  the  most  direct  man¬ 
ner,  with  ignorance  or  fraud,  more 
than  a  score  of  instances  !  Disallow,  then, 
that  “the  reign  of  Heaven’^  was  foretold 
by  the  prophets,  and  every  one  who  took 
a  part  in  the  establishment  of  that  dispen¬ 
sation  was  a  false  witness  ! 

Chap.  4:  17.  Our  Lord  makes  use  of 
the  same  words  at  the  commencement  of  liis 
ministry  that  John  did,  alreaily  considered 
— “  Reform,  for  the  reign  of  heaven  ap¬ 
proacheth.”  The  personal  labors  of  Jesus, 
as  well  as  of  the  apostles  during  the  days 
of  his  flesh,  were  only  preparatory  to  the 
establishment  of  his  dominion  in  the  hearts 
of  his  subjects  ;  for  no  other  than  worldly 
views  of  his  reign  were  entertained  by  his 
disciples  till  after  his  resurrection.  And 
though  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  the  impulse 
given  to  his  cause  was  signal  and  glorious, 
we  shall  see  hereafter,  that  this  dominion 
was  not  complete  in  its  establishment,  till 
some  time  subsequent.  Hence  Jesus 
spoke  of  his  reign,  not  as  then  coramenced, 
hu.t“  approaching.’^ 
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Chap.  10;  7.  When  Jesus  gave  com¬ 
mission  to  the  Twelve  to  preach,  &c,  he 
commanded  them  to  proclaim,  **  The  reign 
of  heaven  approacheth,”  This  needs  no 
comment.  See  above. 

Chap.  V.  3.  “  Blessed  are  the  poor  in 

spirit ;  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en.”  Com.  Ver.  Happy  the  poor  who 
repine  not ;  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
theirs.” — Dr.  Campbell. 

Verse  10.  “Happy  they  who  suffer 
fiersecution  on  account  of  righteousness  ; 
tor  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  theirs.” 

Verses  19,  20.  “  Whosoever,  there- 

Ibre,  shall  violate,  or  t^ach  others  to  vio¬ 
late,  were  it  the  least  of  these  command¬ 
ments,  shall  be  in  no  esteem  in  the  reign 
.of  heaven  ;  but  whosoever  shall  practise 
and  teach  them,  shall  be  highly  esteemed 
in  the  reign  of  heaven.  For  I  w'arn  you, 
that,  unless  your  righteousness  excel  the 
righteousness  of  tlie  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
ye  shall  never  enter  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en.” 

The  phrase  occurs  in  this  chapter  five 
times  ;  and  is  rendered,  by  Dr.  C.  three 
times  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  twice,,  reign 
of  heaven.  In  the  Com.  Ver.  it  is  uni¬ 
formly of  heaven.  There  maybe 
reason  for  varying  the  translation  here ; 
tjut  this  can  be  ascertained  better,  by  no¬ 
ticing  the  general-scope  and  object  of  the 
chapter,  or  rather  the  whole  of  what  is 
called  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  And 
fiere  let  it  be  ob'serv^ed — 

1.  This  whole  discourse  seems  to  have 
4>een  directed  to  the  disciples,  (ver.  1,2) 
though  it  appears  a  multitude  were  pres- 1 
ent.  The  object  of  it  evidently  was  to 
prepare  them  for  the  work  to  wiiich  they 
•fiad  been  called,  and  warn  them  of  the  j 
{>ersecutions  to  be  endured,  and  the  re¬ 
ward  they  might  expect. 

2.  The  phrase  in  question,  (unless  it 
•had  been  spoken  to  the  disciples  private- 
fy)  had  not  been  used  to  express  the  place 
of  future  felicity,  but  only  the  economy 
of  the  Gospel.  And  no  direct  or  indirect 
intimation  is  given  in  tliis  discourse,  that 
it  implies  any  thing  different  here  From 
any  thing  which  is  said  in  this  sermon,  it 
is  not  probable,  that  the  disciples  under¬ 
stood  by  the  reign  or  kingdom  of  heaven.^ 
any  other  than  that  government,  in  which 
they  expected  to  ’be  officers  under  the 
Messiah. 

3.  Let  it  be  kept  in  mind,  that  this  reign 
had  not  yet  come  ;  for  the  disciples  are 
taaght  to  pray  for  its  approach.  Chap.  vi. 
■9-13.  Tnose  who  repihed  not,  but  en¬ 
dured  affliction  and  persecution,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  righteousness,  should  possess  the 
kingdom.  ThoSo  who  violated,  or  taught 
the  violation  of  its  rules,  should  be  of  no 
esteem  in  that  reign  \  while  those  who 
practised  and  taught  them,  should  be  high¬ 
ly  estc^ed  there.  The  Scribes  &  Phar¬ 


isees  were  regarded  as  teachers  in  the 
kingdom,  or  under  the  economy  of  Moses. 
But  unless  the  disciples  were  more  right¬ 
eous,  they  should  never  enter  as  teachers 
in  the  reig^  kingdom,  or  administration  of 
heaven.  They  are  told  to  “  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  re¬ 
quired  by  him  ;  and  all  these  things  (viz  : 
what  they  should  eat,  drink,  and  wear,  v. 
31.)  shall  be  superadded  to  you.”  Chap, 
vi.  33*  But  as  much  depends  on  a  cor¬ 
rect  understanding  of  these  phrases  in  this 
excellent  discourse  of  our  Lord,  I  musto 
mit  further  remarks  till  my  next  No.  for 
want  of  room. 

W.  I.  REESE. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
UNIVERSALISM  IN  OSWEGO. 

Br.  Skinner — The  pleasure  derived 
from  a  recent  visit  to  Oswego,  and  the 
very  favorable  aspect  of  affairs  in  that 
place,  induce  me  to  furnish  you  with  the 
following  particulars  for  the  Magazine. 

Some  lime  in  March,  I  received  a  ve¬ 
ry  friendly  invitation  from  a  young  gen¬ 
tleman  with  whom  I  was  personally  ac- 
((iiainted,  to  visit  and  spenu  a  Sunday  in 
Oswego.  The  third  Snndayin  April  was 
accordingly  appointed,  and  my  friend 
with  others,  made  arrangements  for  a 
suitable  place  of  holding  meeting.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  the  churches,  of  which  there  is 
an  Episcopalian  and  a  Presbyterian,  was 
sought,  as  each  of  these  denominations 
has  regular  preaching  every  Sunday. — 
But  tlie  Court  House,  a  spacious  and 
convenient  building,  being  the  property 
of  the  county,  was  asked  for — though  it 
hud  been  regularly  used  as  a  place  ol 
worship  for  a  few  weeks  preceding  by 
the  Baptists.  It  was  hoped  liowever, 
that  as  the  building  was  public  property 
—as  I  was  a  stranger  in  the  place,  and 
as  many  of  the  liberal  people  who  would 
attend  my  meeting,  were  supporters  of 
the  Baptists,  it  would  be  given  up  fur 
6ne  day  at  least.  Application  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  to  the  Baptist  preacher 
— a  certain  Mr.  Harris,  who  replied  in 
■general, — “Uiat  he  should  have  no  parti¬ 
cular  objection  to  giving  up  his  right  to 
the  house,  to  an  evangelical  preacher — 
that  he  did  not  consider  me,  or  any  oth¬ 
er  Universalist  as  such — and  that  he  be¬ 
lieved,  if  he  should  give  permission  for 
me  to  preach  in  the  Court  House,  his  God 
would  be  angry  with  him.^^  We  will  not 
pretend  to  determine  how  strictly  secta¬ 
rian  the  principles  of  his  God  are — but 
he  must  be  an  exceedingly  petulant  di¬ 
vinity,  to  have  either  felt  or  manifested 
anger,  at  any  instance  of  condescension 
in  sveh  a  man. 

A  tolerably  convenient  sehool-house 
was  then  obtained^  for  the  morning  and 


afternoon  services,  and  a  lecture  appoint¬ 
ed  sons  ceremonie,  at  the  Court  House  at 
5  o’clock  P.  M.  on  Sunday. 

I.arrived  on  Friday,  and  on  Saturday 
evening  delivered  my  introductory  mes¬ 
sage  to  a  respectable  congregation — 
principally  men,  from  Titus  li:  1.  The 
evening  was  rainy,  and  the  streets  mfid- 
dy,  yet  the  attendance  was  such  as  to 
warrant  the  belief,  that  with  fair  weather 
and  daylight  the  number  of  hearers  would 
be  greatly  increased.  Accordingly  on 
Sunday  morning  the  school-house  was  fil¬ 
led  beyond  the  hope  of  comfortable  sit¬ 
ting,  with  devout  worshippers  and  pa¬ 
tient  enquirers,  whom  1  addressed  from 
[  I.  Cor.  x:  15. 

In  the  afternoon,  though  the  house  was 
equally  full,  it  was  obvious  that  many  of 
those  who  had  attended  in  the  morning 
had  given  place  to  new-comers;  so  that  i 
had  now  to  address  many  who  probably 
had  not  before  heard.  To  this  congrega¬ 
tion  1  preached  from  Acts  viii:  30,  last 
clause.  The  withdrawal  of  so  many  from 
the  second,  who  had  attended  the  first 
meeting,  while  it  was  matter  of  great  ac¬ 
commodation — as  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
possible  for  all  to  have  found  either  shel¬ 
ter  or  seats,  could  not  but  excite  some 
apprehension  in  the  mind  of  the  speaker 
that  those  wtio  absented  themselves  had 
taken  offence.  From  this  conjecture  he 
was  entirely  relieved,  when  on  entering 
the  Court  House  at  5  o’clock, he  again  re¬ 
cognized  many  of  those  who  had  not  at¬ 
tended  in  the  afternoon— and  who,  it 
would  seem,  had  been  recruiting,  if  we 
can  be  indulged  a  military  term,  as  the 
number  of  hearers  nad  very  much  aug¬ 
mented.  Indeed,  the  spacious  Court  room 
was  filled  with  an  intelligent  and  atten¬ 
tive  congregation,  to  whom  I  delivered 
my  valedictory  from  Col.  i;  28. 

One  circumstance  which  generally  de¬ 
termines  the  chafacter  of  a  religious 
meeting,  was  observable  in  all  the  meet¬ 
ings  which  I  held  in  Oswego.  There 
were  in  every  instance,  about  as  many 
females  aathe  time  And  place  of  assemb¬ 
ling,  could  authorize  any  one  to  expect 
— particularly  at  the  court  house,  a  very 
respectable  number  attended.  I  men¬ 
tion  this  circumstance,  because  1  have 
frequently  had  occasion  to  observe,  that 
where  the  doctrine  of  the  restitution  was 
new,  or  little  known,  very  few  females 
in  general,  attended.  This  was  always 
ascribed  to  the  supposed  want  of  respec¬ 
tability  attached  to  that  doctrine.  And 
it  is  generally  true,  that  the  degree  of 
prejudice  which  prevails  in  any  commu¬ 
nity,  may  be  as  correctly  estimated  by 
the  number  of  females  that  attend  a  libe¬ 
ral  meeting;  as  the  temperature  of  the  at¬ 
mosphere  by  a  thermometer  of  Reaumer 
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or  Farenheit.  When  therefore,  a  res¬ 
pectable  number  of  xoomtn  give  their  at¬ 
tendance  upon  a  liberal  meeting, — reli¬ 
gious  prejudice  is  either  giving  way  to 
more  enlarged  views,  or  the  fpirit  of  sec- 
tarism  has  not  yet  established  its  empire 
over  the  public  mind.  • 

To  conclude— There  is  a  respectable 
number  of  men  of  wealth  and  influence 
in  Oswego,  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
who  believe  with  joy,  and  profess  with 
great  frankness  and  independence,  the 
doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation.  But 
they  have  hitherto  been  unknown  to  each 
other,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  they  have 
seldom  had  preaching — never  indeed  be¬ 
fore  my  visit,  since  the  village  has  be¬ 
come  populous.  Br.  Whitnal  had  occa¬ 
sionally  preached  there,  some  years  since; 
but  before  must  of  the  present  inhabitants 
were  in  the  place.  Nothing  now  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  wanting  to  the  prosperity  of 
Universalism  in  Oswego,  but  union  and 
energy  in  the  professors  of  that  doctrine. 
And  nothing  can  so  effectually  secure 
those  desirable  objects,  as  the  formation 
of  a  society;  which  it  is  believed,  they 
intend  to  eftect,  at  as  early  a  season  as 
their  convenience  will  admit. 

To  the  expression  of  ray  gratitude  for 
the  personal  kindness  of  the  Universal- 
ists  of  Oswego,  I  beg  to  add  my  fervent 
prayers  to  Almighty  God,  for  their  pros¬ 
perity  in  every  just  and  honorable  effort 
to  promote  the  knowledge,  and  the  bene¬ 
volent  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

S.  R.  SMITH. 

April  27,  1829. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Br.  Skinner — The  following  extract 
from  Farmer  on  Miracles,'^  is  at  your  dis¬ 
posal.  If  you  think  with  me,  that  its  in¬ 
sertion  would  aid  in  forming  a  correct  es¬ 
timate  of  the  importance  and  use  of  mira¬ 
cles,  you  will  please  give  it  a  place  in  the 
“Magazine.”  S.  R.  S. 

“iMiracles  may  be  performed  by  God, 
without  the  intervention  of  men  ;  and  for 
other  purposes,  besides  that  of  attesting  the 
mission  of  a  prophet.  Nor  can  they  serve 
as  testimonials  to  a  prophet,  hut  under 
such  circumstances  as  point  out  a  relation 
between  those  works,  and  his  mission.  If 
it  docs  not  clearly  appear  that  they  are 
wrought  at  his  instance,  or  in  his  favor  ; 
they  will  not  be  known  to  bear  any  more 
relation  to  him,  than  to  any  other  person. 
Equally  necessary  is  it,  that  the  prophet 
should  expressly  asserf  his  mission  from 
God,  explain  its  purport,  and  alledge  his 
miracles  in  proof  of  it ;  that  their  true  in¬ 
tention  may  neither  be  overlooked, nor  mis¬ 
taken,  as  the  miracle  of  St.  Paul  at  Lys- 
tra,  was  at  first  by  the  Lycaonians,  through 
their  inattention  to  the  doctrine  which  he 
preached. 


If  miracles  are  not  declared  to  be  signs 
of  a  divine  mission,  they  cannot  be  intend¬ 
ed,  nor  ought  to  be  regarded  as  such.  It 
seems  likewise  to  be  farther  requisite,  that 
the  person  who  claims  a  divine  commis¬ 
sion,  and  appeals  to  miracles  In  proof  of  it, 
should  explain  this  commission,  and  deliv¬ 
er  his  message,  when  going  to  perform  his 
miracles,  or  while  he  continues  to  perform 
them  :  that  he  may  not  apply  them,  nor  be 
suspected  of  applying  ’  them  to  a  wrong 
purpose  :  and  that  the  connexion  between 
them,  and  the  point  to  be  proved  by  them, 
may  be  the  more  readily  discerned,  and 
sensibly  felt. 

But  miracles,!!  they  argue  a  divine  inter¬ 
position,  must  be  esteemed  divine  creden¬ 
tials  ,  under  the  following  circumstances — 
when  it  clearly  appears  that  they  are 
wrought  at  the  instance,  or  in  favor  of  a 
person,  who  claims  a  mission  from  God, — 
delivers  a  message  in  his  name,  and  ap¬ 
peals  to  these  works,  before  or  during  the 
time  of  their  performance  in  proof  of  the 
divinity  of  his  mission  and  doctrine.  The 
works  having  God  for  their  author,  must  in 
this  case  be  considered  as  a  declaration  of 
his  will,  as  his  immediate  answer  to  the 
appeal  that  has  been  made  to  him,  as  the 
signs  or  testimonies  of  his  approbation  of 
the  person  claiming  a  mission  from  him, 
and  professing  to  reveal  hi  a  will. 

In  this  method  God  may  be  said  to  seal 
his  commission,  and  to  testify  his  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  purport  of  it ;  just  as  we  testify 
our  assent  to  what  another  speaks  in  our 
name  by  some  particular  token  ;  or  make 
what  is  contained  in  a  writiiig,  though  not 
drawn  up  by  ourselves,  our  own  act  and 
deed,  by  setting  our  hand  and  seal  to  it. — 
It  is  evident  that  miracles,  in  the  case  here 
supposed,  prove  the  divinity  of  the  doctrine 
as  well  as  of  the  mission  of  the  person  em¬ 
ployed  in  publishing  it  to  the  world  ;  or 
God’s  approbation  of  him,  both  in  assert¬ 
ing  and  executing  his  commission.  It  is 
scarce  necessary  to  add,  that  if  divine  in 
terpositions  in  favor  of  a  person  claiming  a 
commission  from  God,  prove  the  divinity  of 
his  doctrine,  they  likewise  prove  its  truth. 
For  it  is  impossible,  as  all  men  will  allow, 
that  God  should  affix  his  seal  to  a  lie  ;  or 
bear  an  immediate  testimony  in  favor 
of  one,  who  either  falsely  claims  a  divine 
commission,  or  is  unfaithful  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  it.  God  is  too  wise  to  be  deceived 
himself, — too  just,  and  too  good  Jo  deceive 
his  creatures.”, — Lond.  Ed.  1771 — pp. 
509—12. 


MR.  MITCHELL’S  LETTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Magazine. 
{Concluded.) 

A  few  remarks  on  your  corrective  of 
my  reply,  and  1  shall  have  done. 

1.  Your  own  concessions  go  to  say, 
that  the  Universalists  deny  all  the  doc¬ 


trines  named  in  iny  reply,  in  the  sense 
they  are  held  by  the’ Methodist  E.  Church: 
which  is  the  sense,  in  wWch,  you  were 
bound  in  justice  to  me,  to  understand 
them.  "■ 

2.  All  those  doctrines  are  and  have 
been  supported,  by  unanswered  and  up- 
answerable  arguments  from  the  Bible.— 
I  say  unanswered  anti  unanswerable,  be¬ 
cause  every  attempt  to  answer  them,  has 
been  unsuccessful,  and  their  ablest  ene¬ 
mies  have  done  their  best. 

3.  Deists  disbelieve  the  Bible,  and  ri  ¬ 
dicule  all  the  doctrines  under  considera¬ 
tion  particularly,  as  any  one  knows  who 
has  read  their  works. 

4.  If  “Nemo’s”  article,  which  you  re¬ 
commend  to  your  readers,  is  true  Uni¬ 
versalism;  I  might  have  classed  the  mo¬ 
mentous  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  as 
a  sixth  trait  of  Deism,  in  the  creed  of 
Universalists. 

5.  I  have  never  said,  that  Universal¬ 
ists  were  Deists;  but  it  plainly  appears, 
from  your  own  admissions,  that,  in 
common  with  Deists,  they  disbelive,  at 
least,  six  ol  the  cardinal  doctrines  of 
Christianity:—!  say  cardinal  doctrines  of 
Christianity  because,  if  you  take  them  a- 
way,  Christianity  is  but  a  name^  and  no 
reality^  a  shadow,  without  substance' as 
will  appear,  from  a  very  few  remarks. — 

1.  Prove  that  man  is  not  depraved  and 
you  will  prove  that  he  needs  no  Saviour. 

2.  Prove  that  the  “WorTi,”  which  “was 
God,”  was  not  “made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us:”  or,  “that  God  was  not  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  flesh,”  or;  that,  “Christdid 
not  sufler  once  for  sins;  the  just  for  the 
unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God;  be¬ 
ing  put  to  death  in  the  flesh”  &c.  and 
you  will  prove  that  Christ  is  not  God: — 
that  “he  did  not  take  on  him  the  seed  of 
Abraham:” — That  he  was  not,  the  “oft- 
spRiNG,”  as  well  as,  the  “Root”  of  Da¬ 
vid: — That  no  atonement  was  made  by 
him;  and,  consequently,  man  has  no  iSa- 
ciour;  and  the  great  doctrine  of  Lovk  to 
God,  for,  or  ia  consideration  of,  his  love 
to  man  in  their  Redemption,  will  be  left 
destitute  of  re.il  foundation.  The  doc¬ 
trine  (not  the  word)  of  the  Trinity,  and 
personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  must  stand 
on  the  same  basis — the  Bible;  or,  fall 
through  the  same  means — the  wisdom  of 
men.  So,  the  doctrine  of  everlasting  or 
eternal  punishment,  is  founded  on  the 
same  premises  with  that,  of  everlasting 
or  eternal  happiness: — the  ioimutibili’ty 
of  J^hovahs  threatnings  and  promised, 
and  both  must  stand  or  fall  together.— 
Under  such  circumstances,  what  has 
Christianity  done  for  the  human  family, 
or  wherein  consists  the  virtue  or  essence 
of  the  heaven-descended  system  I 

6.  The  insinuation,  that  land  my  bre¬ 
thren  believe  in  more  than  one  God,  fs 
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an  infidel  conf, — unworthy  of  its  autiior, 
and  at  war  wkh  the  sentiment  of  every 
Trinitarian  uOTer  Heaven.  The  Metho¬ 
dist  article  is  as  follows: — “There  is  but 
one  living  and  true 'God,  everlasting, 
without  body  or  parts,  of  infinite  power, 
wisdom  and  goodness;  the  maker  and 
reserver  of  all  things,  visible  and  invisi¬ 
le;  and  in  unity  of  this  Godhead,  there 
are  three  persons,  of  one  subst  Mce,  pow¬ 
er  and  eternity; — the  Father,  the  Son 
and  the  Holy-Ghost.” 

7.  If  you  can  prove  that  “Supremacy 
of  the  ^ope,  Pope’s  infallibility,”  &c. 
are  doctrines  clearly  brought  to  view, 
and  fully  established  in  the  Scriptures, 
your  comparison  is  just;  otherwise,  it  is 
foreign  from  the  subject. 

8.  The  charge  of  want  of  information 
on  the  subject  of  Vniversalism,  is,  per¬ 
haps,  well  founded:  Yet  I  have  been  able 
with  all  my  ignorance,  to  state  five  facts 
correctly,  if  the  Editor  of  the  U.  E.  M. 
be  good  authority:  and  “Nemo,”  with  his 
aanctioQ,  has  enabled  me  to  insert  a  sixth. 
To  conclude;  I  have  read,  heard,  and 
thought  a  little,  on  the  subject: — have 
•poken  a  few  times,  and  may  speak  more. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  have  written, 
with  the  exception,  of  my  brief  reply  to 
CLi,  C.  and  it  is  probable  Lshall  not  soon 
'Write  again;  but  of  this  I  know  nothing, 
being  ignorant  of  the  provocation  which 
«nay  hereafter  be  given.  I  have  been  as 
‘*ta«oiuc”  as  my  subject  would  admit 
Yours  &c. 

J.  S.  MITCHELL. 

SatiquoUf  (Paris,)  April  4,  1829. 
a— — — — — — — ^ 

ISbanficUcal  fllaoaitne. 

VTXA,  SATURDAY,  MAY  23,  1829. 


Rsmarkt  on  Mt.  J\IitcheWs  Letter. — We 
shall  *ot  interfere  with  the  controversy  be* 
tween  Mr.  Mitchell  and  “  C.  C.”  but  would 
•imply  express  our  regret  that  they  shbuld  have  ^ 
mdolgedtn  quite  so  much  personal  reflection. 
Whether  there  was  a  sufficient  provocation  in 
the  first  place  for  Air.  C.’s  letter,  it  is  not  our 
province  to  judge.  TVe  hope  if  he  sees  fit  to 
take  any  notice  of  Mr.  W.^s  reply,  be  will  be 
more  brief  than  the  above  communication  is — 
confine  himself  to  simple  facts  alone,  and  state 
Tefittitely  what  are  bis  views  of  CbrisCianity. — 

'  like  bvevity  and  bopeftj ;  tbu  former,  be- 
'  WSBM  our  roabi  is  limit^,  and  the  latter  be- 
cine  oothiig  else,  in  the  end,  can  be  profitable 
to  the  writer. 

It  will  now  be  proper  that  we  make  a  brief 
tnply  to  the  remackS  of  Mr.  M.on  what  he  calls 
our  **correctioa’*  of  his  first  letter  in  answef  to 
C.  C.”  in  which  he  enumerates  five  “  traits 
ofDeum’*  iu  what  be  considers  the  faith  of 
Voirvmlista,  These  “traits”  were,  tbt  denial 


I.  of  “  the  depravity  of  mao ;  II.  The  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Trinity;  HI.  The  divinity  of  Christ; 
IV- The  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  V. 
The  doctrine  of  future  punishment,”  See  2d 
vol.  of  Utica  Ev.Magnzine,  page  195. 

In  remarking,  at  that  time,  on  those  five 
j  “  traits”  ennumeraled  by  Mr.  M.  we  showed 
that  the  language  used  to  designate  them  was 
ambiguous,  and  that  the  faith  of  Univer^alists 
was  perfectly  consistent  with  all  the  doctrines 
named,  except  the  second, allowing  us  to  put  our 
own  construction  on  the  language  used;  but  that 
Universalists  denied  those  doctrines  in  the  sense 
the  language  was  understood  by  those  who  style 
themselves  “  orthodox.” 

From  this  second  communication  of  Mr.  M- 
on  the  subject^  we  presume  be  means  to  be  un- 
derstOod  (and  we  wish  to  get  his  meaning  cor* 
rectlj,so  as  not  to  have  our  discussion  about 
words,  but  doctrines,)  as  advocating  the  five 
doctrines  named,  and  the  sixth  which  be  now 
adds,  in  the  following  sense,  viz:  1.  The  he¬ 
reditary  and  total  depravity  of  human  nature. — 
2.  A  Tri-personal  God.  3.  The  absolute  and 
8  iipreme  £)ei7y  of  Jesus  Christ.  4.  The  dis- 
t  inct  personality  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  5.  The 
doctrine  of  endless  misery.  6.  The  vicarious 
sufierings  of  Christ ;  or  bis  suflering  the  pun¬ 
ishment  due  to  man  fur  the  pu  rpose  of  deliver* 
i  Dg  man  from  just  and  merited  punishment. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  which  appeared 
necessary  to  prevent  misunderstanding,  we  will 
now  attend  to  the  several  particulars  mentioned 
in  the  above  communication. 

1.  We  sec  not  how  we  “  were  bound  to  un* 
derstand”  Mr.  M.’s  language  agreeably  to  the 
sense  it  is  understood  by  the  Mothodist  Ep. 
Cburcb,”  unless  that  were  the  sen^e  in  which 
t.ur  readers  would  be  most  likely  to  understand 
It.  We  consider  it  our  duty  fo  use  language  in 
the  sense  in  which  our  readers  will  generally 
understand  ft ;  and  where  it  is  susceptible  of  a 
double  meaning,  so  to  explain  it  as  not  to  have 
our  meaning  misapprehended. 

2.  As  to  “all  those  doctrines”  above  named 
having  “  been  supported  by  uuaoswercd  and 
unanswerable!  arguments  from  the  Bible,’’  we 
have  Mr.  M.'s  bare  assertion  for  it,  and  nothing 
else.  Had  be  asserted  that  the  sun  was  made 
of  sack  cloth,  it  would  have  proved  the  fact  as 
clearly, and  have  been  entitled  to  as  much  con¬ 
fidence  as  his  statement  is  in  this  case.  Asser-  \ 
tiott  does  not  pass  with  us  for  argument. 

3.  “  Deists  disbelieve  the  Bible”— Universal¬ 
ists  believe  it.  What  a  remarkable  coincidence ! 
Further,  Deists  “  ridicule  the  doctrtues  under 
consideration,  particularly.”  But  this  the  bet¬ 
ter  part  of  them  would  not  do  if  t  he  doctrines 
were  not,  some  of  them  at  least,  perfectly  ridic¬ 
ulous.  W e  believe  the  most  virtuouft  and  intel¬ 
ligent  class  of  Deists  have  been  driven  to  infidel- 
ity  by  no  other  cause  than  the  absurdity  of  the 
above  dmilrines,  aud  their  impressions,  from 
tredition  and  the  teaebiDgs  of  the  clergy  that 


those  were  scriptural  doctrines.  We  have 
known  a  number  of  instances  where  Deists,  by 
critically  examining  the  scriptures  for  them 
selves,  and  learning  that  those  doctrines  were 
not  taught  in  them,  have  embraced  the  Chris- 
tiai^  religion  and  become  its  most  devoted  ad  - 
vocates  and  able  defenders. 

4.  “Nemo’s”  article  alluded  to  was  recom¬ 
mended,  not  particularly  on  account  of  the 
views  of  atonement  expressed,  but  on  account 
(the  writer  being  Unitarian)  of  its  inculcating 
the  doctrine  of  the  final  holiness  and  happines.<' 
of  all  men.  The  word  atonement  occurs  but 
once  in  the  English  version  of  the  New  Testa  • 
meiit ;  though  the  word  so  rendered  occurs  ma¬ 
ny  times  in  the  Greek  Testament,  ft  uniformly 
signifies  reconciliation,  lb  this  (which  is  its 
scriptural)  sense,  no  Uoiversalist  denies,  but 
all  strenuously  maintain,  the  doctrine  of  the  at¬ 
onement.  Our  views  on  this  subject  wili  be 
found  more  fully  expressed  in  a  sermon  publish¬ 
ed  in  Nos.  23  &  24  of  the  second  vol.' of  tbeEr. 
Magazine. 

5.  If  Mr.  M.  bad  called  the  doctrines  above 
named,  i.  e.  in  the  sense  in  which  he  under¬ 
stands  them,  the  six  cardinal  corruptions  (in¬ 
stead  of  cardinal  doctrines)  of  Christianity,  we 
conceive  bis  statements  would  have  come  near 
er  the  truth  than  it  now  does.  “  Take  these 
away,”  whicti  were  invented  and  introduced  in¬ 
to  the  Christian  church  long  after  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Christian  religion  in  the  world,  and 
Christianity  will  be  restored  to  its  primitive  sim¬ 
plicity  and  purity.  Cannot  Mr.  M.  see  botv 
man,  who  is  liable  to  sin  and  astray,  who  is 
subject  to  mortality  and  death,  needs  a  Savioui*^ 
and  can  be  saved  fltom  his  sins,  delivered  from 
death,  and  receive  the  gift  of  immortality  and 
eternal  life,  unless  he  be  totally  depraved,  alto¬ 
gether  evil  ?  Can  be  not  see  how  mao  can  fee'l 
love  and  gratitude  to  God  for  the  above  gifts 
through  Christ,  unless  Ood  himself  died  to  ef¬ 
fect  this  object  ?  It  is  only  on  the  testimony 
of  tiie  Bible  and  the  immutability  of  the  promis¬ 
es  of  God,  and  not  on  “the  wisdom  of  men,” 
that  we  are  estaliisbed  in  our  faith  of  the  final 
end  of  sin,deBth  and  hell,  and  the  possession,  by 
.all  mankind,  of  the  “  gift  of  God,  which  is  eter¬ 
nal  life  through  Jesus  Cbfist  our  Lord.”  “For 
where  sin  abounded”  (and  sin  has  abounded 
more  or  less  among  all)  “  grace  did  much  more 
abound,  that  as  sin  hath  reigned  uoto  death, 
even  so  might  grace  reign  through  righteous¬ 
ness  unto  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.” 

^  6.  When  Mr.  M.  accuses  us  of  using  an  “in¬ 
fidel  cant"  because  we  intimated  that  be  “  be¬ 
lieved  in  more  than  one  God,.“  we  take  it  all 
very  kindly,  because  we  suppose  it  was  for  fbe 
want  of  argument  to  defend  his  theory  er  extri¬ 
cate  himself  from  a  disagreeable  dilemma.  We 
•re  however  glad  be  has  furnished  us  witbeome- 
thing  tangible  in  regard  to  his  faith  on  this  point, 
by  qaotiog  tbo  Methodist  artictg,  as  (blioivs:— 
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There  i»  but  out  living  and  true  God,  ev-  a  triumph  of  religious  liberty  on  trans- Atlantic  souU  lo  allow— they  must  forcibly  stop  him! 
ei  lasting,  without  body  or  parts,  of  infinite  pow-  shores.  The  United  States  of  America  have  O^tempora!  O,  mores! 

cr  wisdom,  and  goodness,”  Ac. — “  In  unity  of  shown  the  old  world  that  no  dunger  is  to  be  ap-  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  prosecution  has 
this  Godhead,  there  are  three  persons,  of  one  prehended  by  allowing  every  sect  and  every  been  commenced  by  government  against  the 
substance,  power  and  etcrciity the  Father,  the  man  to  worship  God— without  imposing  civil  dis  perpetrators  of  this  oiCrage. 

Son  and  the  Hoi V  Ghost.”  Now,  pause  a  mo-  abilities  on  them— according  to  the  dictates  ot  - - — - - - * 

inent  friend  Mitchell,  and  look  at  this  article,  conscience.  The  principles  of  tyranny  and  op-  Excommunimtioru.  Mrs.  Betbial.  Hubbard- 
and  Ihen  compare  it  with  scriptural  and  ac-  pression  are  giving  way  to  the  rapid  march  of  the  an  aged  and  highly  respectable  woman,  has  late- 
knowledgnd  facts.  This  article,  says  God,  is  genius  of  liberty  in  the  old  world,  who,  with  the  ly  been  excommunicat^  by  theCalvinistic  Con- 
■>tcithoxit  body  or  part*.”  Jesus  Christ  had  a  fire  of  freedom  from  the  American  altar,  has  C^rch  at  Hanover,  in  the  town  of 

body  when  on  earth— he  !»as  a  body  now  in  heav.  kindled  the  flame  and  inspired  the  glow  of  Marshall,  in  this  county  ;  nnd  for  no  .  oriin® 
eo  Md  we  hope  to  be  ”  fashioned  like  unto  bis  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  all,  that  will  not  be  than  that  of  believing  ‘‘the  Lord  is  good  to  all.^ 
.loriousbody”  We  may  now  throw  in  a  syl-  smothered  till  its  glory  has  reached  the  skies  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,” 
Forism  or  two  for  illustration  :  1 .  God  isVith-  and  b«held  by  all  nations.  “lb®  restitution  of  all  things,  which  God 

ou"  body  or  parts  :  Jesus  Christ  had,  on  earth.  But  O,  Americans,  be  careful  that  while  the  P™' 

and  has  in  heaven,  both  body  and  parts :  Ergo,  spirit  of  your  free  institutions  is  extending  liber  pbets  smee  the  world  began.  e  Pastor  of 

Jesus  Christ  is  not  God.  Or  2.  The  one  true  tv  to  the  other  continent,  you  do  not  allow  the  acknowledges  that  her  character  is 

God  you  worship  is  “  withoat  body  or  parts  :”  tyrant,  12««^o«s,^r»focracy,  to  plant  his  stand-  “ummpeached  ummyieatAah/c.” 
vau  worship  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  both  body  ard  on  this.  For  as  he  now  trembles  on  his  Etbelmda  Woods  has  rfso  teen  exp¬ 

and  parts,  as  the  trua  God :  Ergo,  there  are  two.  throne  at  the  East,  he  already  has  his  emissaries  ™»n|cated  from  the  Baptist  Church  m  Madison 

true  Gods !  We  rather  pify  than  blame  the  man  employed  to  pave  the  way  for  bis  safe  retreat  to  *  ®  aa®'®  crime  as  i  m.  .  was  excoinmuni- 
.  ,  .1  •  1  L  u  r  /f  .1.,,.-  u..—.  cated  for — simply  for  believing  “God  is  the  Sa- 

who  believes,  or  thinks  he  believes,  (for  we  do  these  shores.  ,  „ 

. ,  .  u  ,•  viourpf  all  men,  especially  of  those  that  te¬ 
net  think  It  possible  for  any  one  to  believe  uo-  , - -  ^  ^  ^ 

*  ^  Pious  mob. — However  strange  it  may  ap  vinists  to  require  a  solemn  promise,  from  all  that 

7. 1  he  supremacy  an  in  a  i  1 1  y  o  t  le  ope.  *  mob  t^gy  receive  into  fellowship,  that  they  will  never 

we  conceive,  are  as  “  dearly  br^g  *  I® jmjv,  pretendedly  pious  people  collected  together,  believe  in  the  Bible,  so  as  to  save  the  trouble  of 
an  as  u  yes  a  is  in  e  rip  u  s,  as  at  Princeton  N.*  J.  a  few  Sundays  since,  and  excommunicating  them,  when  itis  assertained 


those  doctrines  under  examination. 

8.  We  shall  say  notliing  in  regard  either  to 


\  forcibly  stopped  the  United  States  Mail,  retain-  that  they  do  believe  in  it. 


».  ^e  snail  say  nou.mg  m  regaru  eun.r.u  compelling  the  dnvCr  We  have  received  the  letters  and  correspon- 

Mr.M.  s  nowe  ge  or  is  (who  is  regularly  sworn  to  be dilligent  and  faith-  dences  that  passed  between  these  two  able  and 

uon  on  ®su  jec  o  mversa  ism.  pu  -  fyi  transportmg  the  mail)  to  remain  until  Mon-  worthy  female  champions  for  truth,  and  the 

'.1C,  A  not  ourself,  must  judge  respecting  it.  To  ,  ■  ,  j  .  j  .i  ■  .  „  ^  •««,  auu  tue 

cI«de,.,thl,di,cJ™  .a  d^lrioalpoiaU  ‘“J'™'"'"*'  VV.Mder.t.ndtU„  outage  op-  aouH 


I'ODCluae.  as  uiis  uisl’u»uu  un  auciriuai  puiais  a  pai.  — 

•  •  .  ,  nr  It  1  U  •  U  J  TT  on  the  government  of  the  nation  was  the  act,  or  be  glad  to  lay  them  before  our  readers.  Ttev 

originated  in  Mr.  M.’s  having  charged  Umver-  ...  ....  »  ,  ,  .  ,  •  .  ■  ..  _  ^ 

...  .  ..  -V  .  atthemstigatioD,  of  some  of  the  professors  and  are  truly  interesting  and  instructive.  But  their 

auhsls  with  many  “  traits  of  Deism,”  Ovc  may  -  ...  . 

,  u  r.-  managers  of  the  Orthodox  Theological  Semina-  length,  and  a  great  pressure  of  otter  matter 

observe  that  Methodists  are  much  nearer  Deism  .  «  •  .  n  ^  ;  .l-  a  m  ^  l-j  .  .  .  .  •  “d-ncr, 

lianUniversilistsare  as  it  regards  the  ultimate  >7  at  Pnneeton.  Has  it  come  to  this.?  Must  forbids  at  present.  We  hope  however  to  be 

I  •  i’ .k  u  nt  t  n  •  ,  our  government  be  outraged,  and  the  laws  of  the  able  to  give  them  a  place  sometime  hereafter, 
salvation  of  mankind  through  Christ.  Deists  .  •  i  .  j  u  .  j  j,  •  .  ,  ®  wnauier. 

.  f  ,  •  .  a  nation  violated  by  a  pretendedly pjow  set  of  — .  , 

Jo  not  believe  any  part  of  mankind  will  be  saved  . _ T.  readers  Ac.— Th.  minnt*.  nf  siw, 


through  the  mediation  of  Christ — Methodists  be¬ 
lieve  a  part  on  fy  will  be  saved— while  Univer- 
sulists  believe  that  all  will  be  saved  through 


hypocrites — an  orthodox  mob— the  conductors  f^oders  ^  c. — The  minutes  of  the  Univer- 
of  a  Calvinistic  Seminary— who  instead  of  sane-  salist  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
tifying  the  Sabbath  themselves,  spend  the  time  o'®!  this  village  on  the  13th  inst.  wiR 

in  watching  their  neighbors  and  committing  fi®  published  in  our  next.  They  are  necessari , 


Christ:  -;Hhathe  shall  deliver  up  the  recon-  ;;,b  :te:;r®.  ^the  ateveT  ly  delayed  till  then  for  wantofr^om 

uled  kingdom  to  God  the  Father,  without  the  .k _ r iw:..  m.  .• 


loss  of  a  single  individual,  and  God  thall  be  all 


These  same  individuals,  (if  they  are  like  their  Letter  I^.  4,  to  Rev.  Mr.  -Aikin  is  also  needr* 


in  all.  Thus  our  Methodist  brethren  stand  di-  f  ^ 

rectly  between  us  &  the  Deist.  Withthomost  J®?  the.r  secants  out  of  meeting  on  the  Sab-  under  no  apprehensions,  however,  that  we  hare 
perfect  good  wilUo  Mr.  M.  and  with  the  firm  ®'"P|«y  tfi®»- men  servants  in  hames-  forgotten  him. 

htlief  that  God  will  answer  all  hit  benevolent  ®‘°Sfi®'^®>®"*'‘“e<fi®'"withsplendid  carriages  Tbe  communication  from  German  Flattsfo 
prayers  for  the  salvation  of  all  mankind,  we  take  through  the  streets,  to  church,  the  “Most  Reverend  Mr.  Snydes,”  is  well  writ- 

•  itir  leave  of  the  subject  for  the  present.  *“  wailing,  when  church  is  out,  to  ten  and  should  be  sent  lo  him,  that  be  may  pro- 

-  receive,  and  convey  them  home,  where  their  fit  by  its  contents.  We  do  not  know  however 

Catholic  Emancipation, '  women  servants  have  been  employed  to  prepare  that  thepuh/tcafionofil  would  te  of  any  servici^ 

The  arduous  aud  long  continued  struggle  of  them  a  sumptuous  repast  against  their  return,  even  could  we  find  room  for  it,  which  is  impnic*’ 
■he  hitherto  depressed  and  degraded  Irish  Catho-  rattle  and  noise  of  their  own  carriages  and  ticable  at  present. 

*fci,  for  liberty,  is  ended.  Their  disabilities  on  ^fi®  ®®pl®yDifiDt  of  their  servants  all  the  Sab-  Correqjondence.'— Our  readers  will  find  {a- 
acconat  of  their  religion,  are  removed,  by  the  bath,  is  no  crime;  it  is  all  right,  becanse  itena-  this  number,  two  letters  of  a  correspondence  b^ 
'IhcUion  of  a  large  majority  of  both  houses  of  the  bles  them  to  make  »  «Aoto  of  piety  at  church:  tween  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  and  Rev.  A.Kndh* 
Briiish  Parliament.  They  are  now  placed  on  w^®®  «  servant  of  the  government  drives  a  land,  on  the  sub>ct  of  the  present  views  of  the 
equal  footing  with  ail  other  dissenters  from  peaceably  through  their  streets,  wifb  im-  Utter ;  who  by  bis  answer  seems  half  to  |R> 
‘ha  established  Church  of  England.  Great  is  porlant  intelligence  which  is  necessary  to  he  knowledge.andbalf  to  deny,  hit  faith  in  tbe 

triumph-great  their  rejoicing.  And  conveyed  through  tbe  country,  they  cannot  en-  pel.  And  altho  it  appeara  from  this  letter,  ttalt 

treat  sTlouid  be  our  joy  on  Tvitnessiog  so  signal  ‘^'‘re  iN-it  u  to©  cryftiga  sin  for  such  pious  thoitMcoflriiinindissut5h*8ij1itfdIycw»|l»t' 


30 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


^ble  with  the  faith  and  firm  persuacion  requisite 
in  ipreacher,  yet  had  he  never  published  aught 
that  was  more  at  variance  with  the  gospel  than 
this,  wo  sliould  think  there  was  not  as  good  rea¬ 
son  for  condideriug  him  a'<  unbeliever,  as  there 
now  is.  “Th'e  publication  of  these  letters  was 
doubtless  due  to  their  authors  and  to  the  public. 
Of  their  contents  let  our  readers  judge.  For 
one  we  most  fully  unite  in  the  sentiment  expres¬ 
sed  at  the  close  of  Br.  Smith’s  letter. 


NOTICES. 

The  Central  Association  of  Universalisfs  in 
this  State  will  be  holden  at  Warren,  Herkimer 
fJo.  on  the  first  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  3d 
and  4th  days,  of  June  next.  ^ 

Tlie  Black  River  Association  will  be  holden 
at  Rutland,  Jefferson  Co.  on  the  2d  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  (lOtb  and  11th  days;)  and  the 
Conventional  Association  at  New, Port,  Herki¬ 
mer  Co.  on  the  3d  Wednesday  and  Thursday(17 
and  18  day8)of  June  next. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Association  of  Universal- 
ists  will  be  holden  at  Canton,  N.  Y.  on  the  last 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June  next. 


Sauquoit,  May  10,  1829. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Magazine, 

Rev.  Sir — Please  insert  the  following  inyour 
next. 

“This  is  a  mistake,  the  word  all  is  not  nsad 
here  by  the  writer  refered  to. — Ki>.”  SSec  JVb/e 
in  the  latt  Ab.  page  20. 

When  I  copied  my  communication  for  the 
press,  Mr.  Cs.' printed  \eUer  was  not  before  me: 
Consequently,  I  quoted  from  the  copy  in  my 
possession.  On  examination  I  find  that  the  q;io- 
tation  alluded  to  in  the  above  note  is  correct. 
The  “ALL”  stands  in  its  true  place. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

J.  S.  MITCHELL. 

P.  S.  Your  note  is  correct  as  far  as  the  print¬ 
ed  letter  is  concerned.  J.  S.  M. 

Mr.  Mitchell  may  be  correct  relative  to  the 
manuscript  of  the  private  letter :  the  copy,  how¬ 
ever,  which  was  furnished  us  for  publication  was 
strictly  tbllowed  by  the  printer. — Ed. 


turned  their  attention  principally  to 
Tracts  and  Sunday  Schools,  and  seem 
determined  to  weary  us  out  with  their 
unceasing  efforts.  Like  skillful  engi¬ 
neers,  when  they  cannot  succeed  by 
storm,  they  carry  on  their  approaches  by 
sapping  and  mining.  Having  lost  ground 
at  the  East,  they  pour  like  the  locusts  of 
Africa  on  the  West.  As  we  can  make 
no  safe  capitulation  with  them,  no  choice 
is  left  us  but  a  surrender  at  discretion, 
or  giving  the  point  of  the  bayonet*  We 
prefer  the  latter,  as  being  the  lesser  evil. 
The  signs  of  the  times  are  indeed  por- 
tentious  in  the  extremej  we  are  not  now 
placed  between  Scylla  and  Charybdis, 
but  almost  within  the  vortex  of  the  Ma¬ 
elstrom.  What  an  immense  sum  does 
it  cost  us  to  raise  and  educate  a  standing 
army  of  drones,  cut  worms  and  blood 
suckers  called  "pious  indigent"  (alias  in¬ 
dolent  and  insolent)  “young  men  for  the 
ministry’’  who  are  to  “lead  and  guide  us 
into  all  truth!”  It  costs  still  more  to 
provide  them  with  a  suitable  call;  and 
j  much  more  still  to  bind  them  to  good  be- 
'  haviour:  and  after  all,  they  are  the  hid- 
I  den  rocks  on  which  our  goodly  political 
bark  is  likely  to  be  wrecked.  Our  watch¬ 
word  must  therefore  be  **dont  ^ire  up  ihe 
1  ship.'^  *  »  *  p. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Editor,  dated, 
Chardon,  Ohio,  April  23d,  1 829. 

Dear  Sir — Without  any  other  acquain¬ 
tance  with  you  than  what  has  been  de¬ 
rived  from  the  perusal  of  your  prospectus 
and  one  No.  of  your  paper,  and  that  uni¬ 
versal  feeling  common  to  all  philanthro¬ 
pists  or  well  wishers  to  mankind,  which 
almost  amounts  to  instinct,  I  address 
you  without  any  needless  preface  or  apo¬ 
logy;  because  I  am  persuaded  we  are 
both,  according  to  our  several  abilities 
and  opportunities,  labourers  in  the  same 
vineyard;  and  I  cannot  but  rejoice  to  find 
that,  even  in  Utica,  some  are  to  be  found 
who  have  the  hardihood  to  stem  the  tor¬ 
rent  of  contagion,  and  cool  the  Finney 
fever. — Repulsed  by  our  firm  and  patri¬ 
otic  Senate,  our  spiritual  guides  have 


F.\d  or  THE  World.  They  do  say  that  this 
wicked  world  is  coming  to  an  end,  after  all.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Encke  calculates  that  the  comet  which 
has  been  honored  with  his  name,  will  come  in 
contact  with  the  earth  at  the  termination  of  the  ! 
period  of  19,000,000  of  years. 


Discontent  often  nourishes  passions  equally 
malignant  in  the  cottage  and  in  the  palace. 

A  good  mind  is  unwilling  to  give  pain  to  man 


By  comparing  the  dates  of  my 'letter, 
and  your  last,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  ot 
your  having  received  mine:  and  yet,  what 
is  nut  a  little  singular,  you  have  not  so 
much  as  intimated  in  any  manner  what¬ 
ever,  that  it  had  been  received.  You  do 
indeed  say,  that  in  respect  to  many  things 
in  which  others  appear  to  be  positive — 
you  are  a  sceptic:  but  it  is  used  in  such 
a  way,  and  in  such  a  connexion,  that  1 
could  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  was 
intended  as  any  reply  to  my  queries. — 
If  it  tvas  intended  as  such — 1  am  certain¬ 
ly  left  to  infer  that  you  meant  to  evade 
an  answer;  since  you  have  not  informed 
me  what  you  doubted.  Every  Univer- 
salist  absolutely  disbelieves  many  things 
maintained  by  the  orthodox,  snch  as  the 
Trinity, — vicarious  atonement,  endless 
misery,  &c.  but  we  have  no  idea  that  they 
are  in  consequence  unbelievers  in  divine 
revelation.  And  1  cannot  suppose  you  re¬ 
ferred  to  these:  on  the  contrary,  you 
must  have  referred  to  the  opinions  of 
Universalists — Allow  me  to  ask  then, 
what  are  the  sentiments,  in  regard  to 
which  you  say  you  are  sceptical.^  But  if 
left  to  infer  from  your  silence  respecting 
my  letter,  I  should  at  once  conclude, that 
my  inference  from  your  statement  in 
Theol.  No.  10,  is  admitted!*  Still  1 
am  unwilling  to  believe,  that  you  will 
suffer  your  friends  to  infer,  without  con¬ 
tradiction,  that  you  have  no  faith  in  the 
Christian  system.  If  this  be  the  fact,  al¬ 
low  me  to  ask,  what  will  be  the  charac¬ 
ter  of^our  new  meeting.^  Do  you,  to  use 
your  own  terms,  “throw  oft’ the  vail?”  or 
do  you  still  retain  your  former  appella- 
tioiv?  If  the  former,  I  can  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  your  doing  so,  as  one  man  ha-, 
as  good  a  right  to  his  opinions  as  ano¬ 
ther;  but  if  the  latter,  Ido  most  solemn¬ 
ly  protest  against  it.  For  your  own  sake, 
that  you  do  not  forfeit  the  praise  of  in 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  letter  of  the  undersign- the  sake  of  Universal- 


cd,  was  mitten  without  the  most  distant!'®"*’  that  it  be  not  unnecessarily  impli 
idea  that  it  would  ever  be  presented  to  J 

the  public:  and  is  now  published  at  the!  Permit  me  to  ask  whether,  under  exist- 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Kneeland  in  the  post- 1  ing  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  pru- 
script  to  his  letter.  It  was  intended  torident  to  suspend  your  ministry?  The 
the  private  expression  both  of  duty  and]  whole  order  of  Universalists,  wh-ilethey 


friendship — of  duty  to  him,  to  myself  and 
to  the  cause  of  truth:  and  of  personal  es¬ 
teem  to  one,  whom  nearly  fifteen  years 
of  great  intimacy  had  endeared  to  the 
feelings  and  aftections  of 

S.  R.  SMITH. 

Clinton,  March  24,  1829, 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Kneeland. 

Dear  Sir — Your  favor  of  recent  date, 
was  received  in  due  season  ;  and  my  re-  i  had  inferred  that  in  the  article  alladedit) 
ply  has  been  delayed,  partly  from  an  ex-j  Mr.  K.  considered  the  study  of  the  ^dilee^' 


feel  the  deepest  sorrow  for  the  events 
which  have  transpired  in  relation  to  jou. 
are  actuated  by  one  sentiment — a  want  ol 
confidence  in  your  ministry,  and  a  deter 
mination  to  assert,  in  the  most  open  and 
public  manner,  their  disfellowshipofyour 
opinions. 

Nothing  could  have  drawn  these  re- 


pectation  of  receiving  a  more  direct  re¬ 
ply  to  my  letter — and  partly  from  the 
want  of  knowing  what  to  write. 


application  of  tune,  and  that  the  Bible  teas  usdi»- 
This  1  had  stated  to  him  in  the  letter  above  re¬ 
ferred  to.  S.  B-  S' 
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marks  troin  me,  but  the  conviction  of  a  proposition  but  barelj  its  improbability;  then  I  shall  expect  they  will  nut,  neither 
tJieir  propriety,  and  even  their  necessity,  and  there  may  be  much  external  evidence  shall  I  wish  to  have  them.  But  if  Uni- 
The  very  unusual  state  of  things  in  your  in  favor  of  the  proposition  ;  it  may  be  versalism  consists  only  in  universal  be- 
society^ — the  unwonted,  and  apparently  possible  for  aught  1  know,  however  im-  nevolence,  universal  charity,  universal 
studied  silence  in  relation  to  iny  letter,  probable;  |  wish  it  might  be  so;  I  am  in-  good  will,  all  tending,  and  whatever 
combine  to  force  upon  me  the  apprehen-  dined  to  believe  it;  tlte  evidence,  as  far  tends,  to  universal  happiness,,  then  Hike 
sion  of  the  worst.  as  it  goes,  is  in  its  favor;  and  yet,  after  the  term,  Universalist,  and  should  ever 

You  will  not  construe  any  thing  here  all,  I  have  some  doubts,  about  it.  This  wish  to  wear  it.  Butif  I  must  pronounce 
said,  into  a  want  of  friendship.  And  I  is  what  1  call  scepticism}  but  it  is  not  the  Universalist  just  like  some 

trust,  you  will  believe  me,  when  I  assure  what  I  call  untc/ic/.  It  is  faith,  yes,true  others,  though,  or  because,  they  should 
you  that  no  event  of  my  life  has  given  me  and  honest  faith,  however  weak;  and  him  happen  to  be  the  majority,  or  else  no  lon- 
inore  heart-felt  anguish,  than  the  persua-  that  is  weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye.  Rom.  ger  belong  to  the  brotherhood,  then,  God 
siun  that  you  had  abandoned  Christianity,  xiv;  1.  If  you  mean  by  sentiment,  ei-  bless  them!  I  will  be  a  universal  free 
(t  has  emhitteied  the  day  with  regret,  ther  love  to  God,  or  good  will  towards  inquirer.  As  to  my  integrity,  no  one 
and  the  night  with  sorrow.  man,  1  know  of  no  sentiment  held  by  need  to  be  alarmed,  unless  it  is  through 

I  conclude  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Yin-  Universalists,  as  a  body,  of  which  lhave  fear  that  I  shall  be  too  honesi}(or  could 
cent  toGibbun — “I  have  long  suspected  any  doubt  whatever.  »  But  if  you  mean  I  have  acted  otherwise  with  a  clear  con- 
the  tendency  of  your  opinions — I  once  by  sentiment,  the  existence  of  facts,  such  science,  I  should  have  concealed  my 
took  the  liberty  of  hinting  my  suspicions;  as  making  iron  swim  (without  destroying  doubts,  when,  for  ought  I  knew,  my  liv- 
hut  I  did  not  think  that  the  poison  its  quality,  raising  it  with  magnet,  or  ing  depended  on  it.  My  ministry  will 

had  spread  so  universally  thro’  your  some  such  method.)  turning  a  rod  into  a  be  discontinued  when  my  mission  ex- 

frame.  And  1  can  only  deplore  the  mis-  serpent,  or  the  dust  into  lice,  then  I  say,  pires,  to  which  I  set  no  limits;  bat  I  sus- 
fortune — and  a  very  great  one  I  consider  in  the  sense  in  which  1  use  the  term  seep-  pect  not  while  I  have  health  and  strength 
it  to  the  highest  and  dearest  interests  of  tic,  and  in  the  sense  in  which  1  mean  to  to  move  a  tongue.  May  I  be  permitted 
man.  And  I  remain  with  an  equal  mix-  be  understood,  1  am  sceptical  in  regard  to  ask,  what  opinions  are  the  whole  or* 

ture  of  regret  and  regard  ”  to  all  such  or  similar  facts;  that  is,l  doubt  der  of  Universalists  about  to  disfellow- 

Yours  in  the  Gospel,  their  existence;  and  yet  i  do  not  say  that  ship?  Let  me  know  what  they  are, 

S.  R.  SMITH.  I  disbelieve  them;  they  maybe  true  for  and  perhaps  I  may  disfellowship  them 
Rev.  a.  Knekland.  aught  I  *know,  or  can  prove  to  the  con-  too;  but  you  must  excuse  me  when  1  say 

—  trary.  Could  I  prove  them  false,  then  I  that  1  am  totally  ignorant  of  the  opinions 

^Kew-York^  March  30th  1829.  should  disbelieve  them.  But  until  I  ac  to  which  you  allude.  I  will  only  say  to 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother — Yours  of  the  knowledge  myself  to  be  an  unbeliever,  I  the  order,  if  they  are  to  act  on  this  sub- 
2  ith  instant  is  just  received,  and  has  claim,  and  shall  claim,  all  the  privileges  ject  as  a  body.  Brethren!  Do  yourselves, 
been  read  with  interest.  I  did  suppose  of  being  a.  believer;  though,  it  you  please,  and  the  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged, 
that  your  last  was  in  reply  to  mine,  and  one  weak  in  faith  (but  not  in  understand-  no  harm!  Whatever  silence  I  preserv- 
written  for  r.iy  information,  rather  than  ing)  and  therefore,  whatever  you  may  be  elf,  in  relation  to  your  former  letter, there 
requiring  any  “direct  reply”  from  me;  disposed  to  say,  Paul  would  say  of  such  j  was  nothing  “studied;”  neither  do  I  now 
and  as  it  does  not  now  lay  by  me,  nei-  an  one,  Proslambanesthe,  me  eis  diakrisels  wish  any  thing  to  be  concealed;  though 
ther  can  I  conveniently  lay  my  hand  up-  dialogismon,  (receive,  but  not  to  doubt-  my  own  communications,  intended  too 
on  it,  I  suppose  that  a  reply  to  the  pre-  ful  disputations,)  and  I  hope  to  be  no  for  the  public,  are  not  allowed  to  see  the 
sent  one  will  be  all-sufticient.  worse  treated  by  my  brethren.  light.  But  of  this  I  do  not  complain;  all 

I  am  the  last  man  who  would  take  any  Ido  not  exactly  recollect  now  what  will  come  out  right  in  due  time.  Ic  pains 
pleasure  in  a  war  of  words;  and  I  am  sure  ^ou  inferred  from  my  statement  on  The-  me  to  the  heart  to  think  that  you  should 
Hr.'  S.  would  be  one  of  the  last  whom  1  ology  No.  10.  But  I  have  this  moment  jhave  had  any  sorrow  on  my  account.  But 
should  think  of  pitching  battle  with,  in  carefully  examined  the  article.  I  have  1 1  conclude  that  you  must  have  been  mis- 
fhatway.  And  yeti  think  that  many,  said  nothing  there,  as  I  perceive,  which  {informed.  If  a  sincere  desire  to  find, 
by  far  too  many,  of  the  disputes  in  the  re-  can  be  considered  ambiguous,  and  I  mean  land  when  found  to  comnunicate,  the 
ligious  world  are  entirely  on  this  ground,  what  I  say?  neither  can  I  see  what  there  I  knowledge  of  that  truth  which  maketh 
1  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  attach  dif-  is  there,  which  should  or  ought  to  excite  ;  men  free,  is  Christianity,  I  was  never 
ferent  ideas  to  the  words  sceptic  and  seep-  alarm.  I  was  not  aware,  however,  that '  more  deeply  engaged  in  it  than  at  pr«- 
b'f/smfrom  what  you  do,  and  therefore  if  anyone  had  inferred  from  any  thing  that  sent.  I  can  heartily  sympathize  with 
1  were  to  undertake  to  tell  you  what  I  /have  either  written  or  spoken,  that  1  your  feelings  on  this  subject;  and  will 
doubt,  1  should  not,  perhaps,  be  under-  have  no  faith  in  the  Christian  system.  If  only  say  that  if  you  had  examined  more, 
stood.  If  I  understand  you,  you  would  I  had,  1  certainly  should  have  contradic-  and  taken  less  for  granted,  you  would 
attach  the  same  idea  to  scepticism  is  you  ted  it  direct.  [See  my  letter  in  the  Gos- 1  have  concluded  in  your  own  usual  styles 
would  to  unbelief.  Now  1  will  not  say  pel  Herald,  also  published  in  the  Religi-  instead  of  borrowii^  the  language  of  ano- 
that  the  word  will  not  admit  of  such  a  ous  Inquirer.^  In  relation  to  the  char-  ther.  Yours  afmctionately, 
construction;  though  /  never  use  it  in  acterofmynew  meeting,  I  can  and  do  ABNER  RNEELAND. 

that  sense.  If  I  had  meant  an  un&e/iever  answer  both  your  questions  in  the  affir.  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith. 

1  should  have  said  an  unbeKcoer,  not  “a  mative,  and  as  1  conceive  without  involv-  P.  S.  If  you  have  kept  a  copy  of  your 
sceptic.”  According  to  my  understand-  ins  the  least  contradiction.  I  “throw  letter  to  me,  I  should  like  to  have  it  pub- 
iog  of  the  term,  scepticism  is  to  doubt,  off  the  veil;”  and  yet  I  still  retain  my  lished,  with  the  above  in  reply,  in  tho 
hut  to  doubt,  is  not  to  disbelieve.  To  former  appellation.  Whether  my  bre-  Utica  E.  Magazine;  for  I  am  confiddht 
disbelieve^  is  to  believe  to  the  contrary,  thren  will  still  own  me  as  such,  is  ano-  that  the  public  are  very  much  misinform- 
which  cannot  be  done  without  evidence  ther  question,  which  will  be  for  them  to  ed  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate, 
to  the  contrary.  Now  this  I  may  not  decide.  If  Universalism  has  become  a  and  I  wish.if  they  judge  at  a1I>tbey  should 
have.  I  may  have  no  evidence  against  sett,  and  like  other  sects  has  its  dogmas,  judge  understandingly.  A.  'K. 
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EV'TDENCE  OF  THE  DEITY. 

The  MID  that  walks  his  airy  way. 

To  lig^ht  the  world  and  five  the  day;  | 
The  mooD  that  shines  with  borrowed  lig;bt. 
The  stars  that  gild  the  gloomy  night ; 

The  seas  that  roil  unnumbered  waves; 

The  wood  that  spreads  its  shady  leaves; 
The  field  whose  ears  conceal  the  grain, 

The  yellow  treasures  of  the  plain 
All  of  these,  and  all  I  see. 

Should  be  sung,  and  sung  by  me : 

They  speak  their  maker,  as  they  can, 

But  want  and  ask  the  tongue  of  man. 

Parnell.  » 


OBLIVION.  1 

I  saw  a  monarch  great  in  name. 

Of  iiigh  renown  and  matchless  fame,  | 
Decked  with  royal  robes  and  crown  ;  j 
I  saw  oblivion  strike  him  down  !  j 

I  saw  a  conquerer  in  his  car, 

Jjoaded  with  trophies  gained  afar:  j 

I  saw  oblivion  poise  her  dart,  i 

At»d  pierce  the  hero  to  the  heart !  i 

I  saw  a  stately  column  rise,  i 

Adorned  with  sculptured  victories ;  j 

I  saw  oblivion  make  a  thrust,  j 

And  lo  !  it  crumbled  into  dust !  j 

1  saw  a  man  in  modest  dress,  j 

Assist  the  poor  and  fatherless  ;  ! 

I  saw  oblivion's  mighty  arm 
In  Vain  attempt  to  do  him  harm ; 

When  this  I  saw,  I  musing  said,  : 

^“Oblivion!  now  thy  power  is  dead  ; 

A  virtuous  man  may  tliee  defy —  | 

llis  deeds  are  registered  on  high-”  | 

S.  Osborn. 


|ISi»crUancous. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Editor —  I  discovered  an  inquiry 
in  your  second  No.  which  requires  a 
candid  answer  from  some  one;  and  with 
your  leave  I  will  offer  a  few  words  by 
way  of  reply.  There  appears  a  “diffi¬ 
culty”  in  the  way  of  a  cot  respondent; 
otherwise  he  would,  it  seems,  believe  the  j 
truth.  He  states' what  implies,  that  he 
could  believe  all  men  will  be  saved.  If  it  | 
could  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction,  that ! 
all  men  have  spirits,  or  souls  of  suffici-  i 
ent  substance,  to  be  susceptible  of  salva¬ 
tion,  by  grace;  which  he  very  much 
doubts  on  this  ground : — that  so  inany^ 
dispute  the  existence  of  an  immortal  spi¬ 
rit  in  man.  He  concludes  that  if  they 
had  such  a  spirit  in  themselves,  they 
would  know  it:  hence  they,  as  he  argues, 
are  not  the  offspring  of  God,  who  is  a 
spirit;  therefore  are  net  objects  of  eter¬ 
nal  salvation,  and  of  course  all  men  can¬ 
not  be  saved.  Now  I  am  fully  persuad¬ 
ed  that  “Spectatop’s”  foundation,  for 
what  I  call  his  disbelief  of  the  truth,  is 
poorly  grounded.  For  what  if  Mr.  B. 
and  Mr.  K.  and  some  others  do  Believe 
that  man  received  life  by  the  breath  of 
air,  “like  bladders  stuffed  w'ith  wind,” 
and  when  tlie  bladder  brakes,  it  turns  to 


dust  in  dormant  silence;  but  shall  in 
some  future  day,  have  its  scattered  frag¬ 
ments  gathered,  and  be  blown  up  again 
by  the  last  blast  of  the  Gospel  trumpet  P 
vVhat  does  this  'prove?  Does  it  prove 
that  those  deluded  persons  have  no  souls 
to  save  by  grace?  No;  but  that  through 
intense  study,  or  the  mazes  of  Philoso¬ 
phy  falsely  so  called,  or  from  some  other 
cause,  they  have  btcome  so  deranged, 
and  their  intellects  so  depressed  and 
confused,  that  they  have  lost  sight  of  their 
own  spiritual  identity ,  and  stand  in  much 
need  of  salvation  from  the  confusion  of 
error.  They  are  like  a  certain  mechan¬ 
ic,  who  supposed  his  own  legs  were  en¬ 
tirely  composed  of  glass,  and  not  flesh 
and  bones.  Did  this  prove  that  his  legs 
were  real  glass,  and  not  flesh  and  bones? 
But  ‘‘Spectator”  quotes,  “as  a  man 
thinketh,  so  is  he.” 

It  is  true,  if  a  man  thinks  wrong,  so  he 
is  wrong  :  i.  e,  in  an  error.  But  are  a 
crazy  man’s  legs  glass  because  he  thinks 
they  arc?  And  is  a  man  destitute  of  an 
immortal  soul,  because  he  thinks  he  is, 
or  another  thinks  he  has  none?  No. 

Some  have  gone  from  one  stage  of  re¬ 
search  to  another  in  their  studf,  until 
at  length  they  have  concluded  there  was 
no  real  material  substance  in  being,  but 
all  was  imagination.  Did  this  prove  that 
such  persons  had  no  material  body?  No; 
but  insanity.  Neither  does  it  prove  that 
a  man  has  no  immort.il  soul  to  save;  be¬ 
cause  he  believeshe  has  none;  but  proves 
simply  a  confusion  of  unhappy  thoughts. 
“Spectator”  adduces,  ‘'by  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them.”  Very  well,  wliat 
shall  we  know  of  them.^  Ans.  Why, 
that  they  have  become  confounded  by 
their  own  study  above  their  measure,  or 
cap.icity:  that  is  all.  Therefore  they 
need  salvation,  by  the  light  of  divine 
truth,  from  their  own  delusion. 

I  often  think  of  the  sceptic  who  under¬ 
took  to  confound  a  Methodist  Minister  by 
questioning  him  concerning  the  existence 
of  his  soul.  Says  he  to  the  Minister  : 
“Did  you  ever  see  a  soul?”  No.  “Did 
you  ever  hear  a  soul?”  No.  “Did  you 
ever  smell  a  soul?”  No.  “Did  you  ever 
taste  ft  soul?”  No.  “Did  you  ever  feel 
a  soul?”  Yes,  blessed  be  God,  1  have  of¬ 
ten  felt  it;  and  feel  it  now  stirring  with¬ 
in  me.  “Well,”  says  the  sceptic,  “there 
are*  according  to  your  own  confession, 
four  senses  against,  and  only  one  in  favor, 
of  the  existence  of  the  soul.  Is  it  not  fol¬ 
ly  to  balieve  it?’’  Thfe minister  replied: 
— “Did  you  ever  see  a  pain?”  No.  “Did 
you  ever  hear  a  pain?”  No.  “Did  you 
ever  smell  a  painr”  No.  “Did  you  ever 
taste  a  pain?”  No.  “Did  you  ever  feel 
a  pain?”  Yes.  “Well  here  are /our  sen¬ 
ses  against,  and  only  one  in  favor  of  the 
existence  of  pain— Is  it  not  folly  to  be¬ 


lieve  there  is.any  such  thing  as  pain  a- 
mong  men?” 

The  fact  is,  he  who  will  attend  to  tlic 
operations  of  his  own  mind,  and  careful¬ 
ly  observe  the  aspirations  and  movements 
of  his  own  soul,  will  discover  by  feeling, 
that  he  has  a  soul  that  claims  kindred 
with  God,  that  looks  above  for  parentage, 
and  to  Heaven  for  an  eternal  home. 

CLEMENT. 


As  length  of  life  is  denied  to  us,  we 
should  at  least  do  something  to  show  that 
we  have  lived. 

It  is  shameful  for  a  man  to  live  as  a 
stranger  in  his  own  country,  and  to  be  un¬ 
informed  of  her  affairs  and  interests. 

No  trees  bear  fruit  in  autumn,  unless 
they  blossom  in  the  spring. 

Doing  good  is  the  only  certainly  happj 
action  of  a  man’s  life. 


_ ll^gnicniaL 

MAURIED— In  Victor,  Ontario  Co.  on  tbe 
36th  ult.  by  Rev.  VV.  I.  Reese,  Mr.  Cyrus  Wil. 
martli,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Ball— bolli  of  Victor. 

On  the  _28th  ult.  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  James 
Cabinigs,  in  Williamsburg;,  Virginia,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Empie,  Josiah  B.  Abbott,  esq.  one  of  the 

nietors  of  the  Richmond  Constitutional  Whig. 

iss  Virginia,  youngest- daughter  of  the  late 
Wm.  W.  Henning,  of  Richmond. 


_ OBI  TU  AR  Y. _ 

DIED — On  the  26th  of  April,  at  William.stown, 
Mass.  Samuel  Kellogg,  esq.  aged  (3  years,  bm- 
ther  of  Mrs.  C.  Campbell,  of  Auburn,  and  of  Daniel 
Kellogg,  esq.  of  Skeneateles. 

In  Auburn,  on  Sunday  last,  Mr.  LAvrnKNri. 
'White,  aged  54  years.  He  was  a  highly  useful 
citizen. 

At  Burlington,  N.  J.  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant, 
aged  80,  Lucy  Jarvis,  relict  of  the  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Abraham  Jarvis,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  of  Connecticut. 
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